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only talking it for a moment, and you must not attach any impor-
tance to that. They have, of course, been talking Georgian all the
rest of the time.*
Good manners forbade any cross-examination; but the inter-
preter^ explanation of an unfortunate lapsus linguae was hardly
convincing; and a different tale was told with greater eloquence
by the disconcerted countenances of the delegates themselves.
The questioner drew the conclusion (which, no doubt, was cor-
rect) that even a Georgian patriot's mind fell into thinking in
Russian, the moment it was off its guard, if the subject of its
thoughts was political.   The Great Russian lingua franca of the
Muscovite Empire was, after all, the vehicle which had first con-
veyed to Transcaucasia the exotic political ideas of a Western
World that was sundered from Georgia by the redoubtable breadth
of all the Russias; and, if your Georgian was being constrained to
think in terms of 'natural rights' and 'constitutions' and 'plebi-
scites* and 'minorities', it stood to reason that it would be exceed-
ingly difficult for him to utter or even frame such thoughts in any
other medium than the parliamentary language of a Russian Duma
in which he had served his apprenticeship and made his name as
a politician.   On the conscious plane of his mental life this Geor-
gian politician a la Russe might have made up his mind to repudiate
his Russian political past and to throw himself into the novel part
of a Georgian nationalist; on the subconscious plane, however,
he was evidently apt, at unguarded moments, to relapse in a trice
into his indelibly Russian political self.   It will be seen that the
Georgian politician's Russian lingua franca was something more
than a convenient social tool which could be employed or laid
aside at its master's good pleasure; it was a vehicle of thought
without which a Georgian could not live the life of a political
animal any more than a fish could swim on dry land or a bird fly
in a vacuum.  In fact, a Georgian political programme of secession
from the Russian body politic was in 1919 a political contradiction
in terms.
(S) Syncretism in Religion.
In the field of Religion, as in the fields of Language and Art
and Manners, syncretism is an outward manifestation of that
inward sense of promiscuity which arises from the schism in the
Soul in an age of social disintegration.
The phenomenon of religious syncretism may be taken, with
some assurance, as a symptom of disintegration in the social milieu
in which the phenomenon presents itself, because the apparent
examples of religious syncretism in the histories of civilizations